Rodrigo de Villandrando (Madrid, 1588-Madrid, 1623) was a chamber's painter who worked at the King Philip III Court of Spain in the XVII Century.
This picture, titled ''El Príncipe Felipe y el enano Miguel Soplillo'', is an oil on canvas painting dated 1620, representing the Prince Philip, later Philip IV of Spain, with his personal attendant, Miguel Soplillo, affected by proportionate dwarfism.
The work stands in the Spanish courtly painting tradition of representing the Court dwarfs, mostly employed as personal attendants, servants or entertainers [1] . Soplillo came to the Spanish Court from the Flanders as a gift of the Princess Isabel Clara Eugenia, aunt of the Prince. The gesture of the Prince of laying his right hand on the head of the dwarf has been interpreted as a message of benevolence and piety to the servant, as a symbol of the royal protection that would be extended to his future subjects [2] .
